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Review: Full Issue

Ross, Tony. Three Little Kittens and Other Favorite Nursery Rhymes. Illustrated by Tony Ross.
Henry Holt, 2009. ISBN 9780805088854. $16.95. 94 p.
Reviewer: Marsha D. Broadway
Reading Level: Toddler, Preschool, Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Poetry;
Subject: Nursery rhymes--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
From "Pat-a-Cake, Pat-a-Cake" to "The Itsy-Bitsy Spider, parents and grandparents can
select from fifty traditional nursery rhymes in this collection to share with their own babies,
toddlers, and preschoolers. The rhymes are set within the brief story framework of a
granddaughter asking her grandfather to "tell me a story" and the grandfather offering to read
nursery rhymes. The framework concludes with Grandad saying, "It's time for bed."
This new volume of nursery rhymes compares favorably with the highly-regarded Tomie
DePaola's Mother Goose (1985) and Iona Opie's and Rosemary Wells' My Very First Mother
Goose (1996) in regard to both selection of rhyme and engaging illustrations. Opie's and Wells'
Here Comes Mother Goose (1999) includes several unfamiliar rhymes. Three Little Kittens is a
perfect book for family lap-time reading, a baby gift that is sure to be treasured, and a mustpurchase item for any children's book collection.
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Kelly, Irene. Even an Ostrich Needs a Nest: Where Birds Begin. Illustrated by Irene Kelly.
Holiday House, 2009. ISBN 9780823421022. $16.95. 32 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Toddler, Preschool, Primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Birds--Nests--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
What do twigs, grass, spider silk, yarn, moss, clothespins, newspaper, socks, paper clips,
rubber bands, dollar bills, seeds, bark, drinking straws, bottle caps, and towels all have in
common? Did you guess nesting materials? Kelly's Even an Ostrich Needs a Nest: Where Birds
Begin introduces young readers to the pretty amazing and unusual nesting behavior of forty
birds. Have you ever heard of a potoo, a Carmine bee-eater, a jacana, or a Vogelkop Bowerbird?
Kelly also includes more familiar birds including the American Robin, Emperor Penguin,
Baltimore Oriole, flamingo, and Cliff Swallow. It was interesting to read about the unusual
nesting materials found in Hammerkops' huge nests and the Satin Bowerbird's home.
Kelly, both author and illustrator, creates a strong connection between the text and the
colored pictures. Each page layout is inviting, as colored lines and curving text draw the reader’s
attention to new information. The reader can find each bird’s habitat on the second-to-the-last
page, where there is a map showing all forty bird locations on a double-page spread entitled
"Going on a bird safari? Here's where you'll find the birds in this book.” On the last page the
reader is invited to help birds find nesting materials by building a nesting bag to hang in a tree.
Volume 29, no.6 (July/August 2009)
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Jenkins, Steve and Page, Robin. How Many Ways Can You Catch a Fly?. Illustrated by Steve
Jenkins and Robin Page. Houghton Mifflin, 2008. ISBN 9780618966349. $16.00. 32 p.
Reviewer: Larysa Bordner
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Informational books; Picture books;
Subject:Animals --Miscellanea --Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews
Humans have stores, clothing, food and other necessities readily available to them.
Animals, on the other hand, must be more creative in finding what they need to survive. How
Many Ways Can You Catch a Fly? explores the unique ways that animals take care of
themselves. The book introduces its theme well by saying, "See if you can figure out how the
animals in these pages will snare a fish, hatch an egg, use a leaf, catch a fly, dig a hole, or eat a
clam."
The book's collage illustrations are as lively as the subject matter. The animals come to
life with textured paper and complimentary lines of text. There are brief descriptions of the
animals both in the body of the story and an appendix. Jenkins and Page researched their
material well, and a bibliography of sources can be found on the last page. Rare animals that the
reader may not typically come across in other children's stories provide interesting subject matter
for animal lovers and newcomers alike. How Many Ways Can You Catch a Fly? would be an
effective introduction to children about the needs of living things.
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Pearle, Ida. A Child's Day: An Alphabet of Play. Illustrated by Ida Pearle. Harcourt, 2008. ISBN
9780152065522. $12.95. 40 p.
Reviewer: Ruth-Anne Brown
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Picture books;
Subject: English language--Alphabet--Juvenile literature; Alphabet books--Juvenile literature;
Books--Reviews;
A Child's Day: An Alphabet of Play is a simple book to help children learn their letters.
The fun, cut-paper collage illustrations of children use bright colors and varying patterns. Each
letter of the alphabet features a corresponding action word, which is also represented through the
art. Children are depicted doing anything from dancing, to quacking or whistling.
Parents and children will enjoy spending time together with this book. Children will learn
to recognize simple verbs more quickly through the matching action crafted in Pearle’s art. The
colors and lifelike subjects in the collages are visually stimulating. The light tone created by the
art gives off a playful message. The active illustrations encourage kids to get up and go play.
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Harrison, Sarah. A Day at a Zoo. Illustrated by Sarah Harrison. Millbrook Press, 2009. ISBN
9781580138000. $6.95. 24 p.
Reviewer: Ruth-Anne Brown
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Picture Books;
Subject: Zoo animals--Juvenile literature; Zoos--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
A Day at a Zoo shows the scheduled inner-workings of the zoo keepers and animals. The
early morning and late night illustrations are heavily layered in blue, representing the time of day
through the painting’s tone. The pen and ink watercolor illustrations allow for the participation
segment of the book. On the left-hand side of the page, a vertical white stripe challenges readers
to find certain characters with pictures of people, objects, and animals. The right-hand stripe
shows a clock indicating what time each activity is taking place. The glossary at the back gives
definitions and details of characters to young readers. A list of other books and websites are
given for similar books and activities.
This entertaining book is filled with colorful art and curving lines of action. Exotic
animals are introduced with pictures for the developing young reader. Time-telling pictures of
clocks can help children practice time skills. Seek and find activities can help children pay
attention to detail. The glossary available in the back of the book can help the children gain a
clear understanding and increase their vocabulary. Parents, kids, and teachers can have a fun
time reading this book, looking for anything from an okapi to a raccoon.
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Kroll, Steven. Stuff! Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Illustrated by Steve Cox. Marshall Cavendish,
2009. ISBN 9780761455707. $16.99. 32 p.
Reviewer: Marsha D. Broadway
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Picture books;
Subject: Garage sales--Juvenile fiction; Animals--Juvenile fiction; Junk--Juvenile fiction; Books-Reviews;
Pinch is a pack rat, and when his neighbors organize a tag sale, he doesn't want to
participate. As he watches his neighbors sell their belongings, Pinch thinks of all the new stuff he
can buy if he has a change of heart and sells his old stuff. Items that had cluttered his home make
their new owners happy. However, when Heddy the hedgehog suggests that the proceeds of the
tag sale go to purchase a tree for the town, Pinch needs to think about it. Overnight he
reconsiders, and the next day he brings his extended family with all their stuff for another tag
sale to make enough money to buy a dozen trees.
The Kool-Aid® bright art is rendered in mixed media, digital illustrations. The first
double-page spread depicts Pinch's home overflowing with clutter, and the last page shows the
community planting a dozen new trees with a sign in the background that reads Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle. The book's title is catchy but somewhat misleading. Although STUFF fills the story, the
three Rs are omitted from the narrative. The reader must interpret from Pinch's behavior that he
has embraced recycling. The storyline is more about de-cluttering and community involvement
than recycling. Some readers may not be familiar with the term tag sale, but the illustrations
allow them to see a community yard sale or garage sale. For youngsters who have difficulty
letting go of possessions they no longer need, this book could be used as a discussion starter.
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Ludlam, Charles. Jack and the Beanstalk in The Complete Plays of Charles Ludlam. Harper and
Rowe, 1975. ISBN 0060551720. Contact publisher regarding price. 11 p.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Adventure plays; Plays; Fantasy Plays;
Subject: Fairy tales; Children's play; Drama--Reviews;
Theme: Fear nothing when you are in the right.
Production Requirements: Extensive—several scene changes and special effects are required.
Acts: 1
Run Time: 30 minutes
Characters: 9+
Cast: 4 male, 5 female, various peasants
Time Period: Present day
This modern day version of Jack and the Beanstalk does not veer too far from the
original fairytale. In this version, Jack lives with his mother in a tenement apartment. Jack must
sell their pet cow for money—yes, they have a pet cow in the apartment. He sells the cow for
soybeans. After the beans grow, Jack climbs the beanstalk and meets the giant. The giant has
gained his wealth by stealing from workers during the Great Depression to build his castle. Jack
discovers that his father was one of those workers and that the giant had killed Jack’s father.
While escaping, Jack steals the magic harp and the golden goose. Then Jack goes home, chops
down the beanstalk, and kills the giant.
The script is short and succinct with a run time of about 30 minutes. Some of the dialogue
is clever and the jokes will entertain young children. The fact that it is set in modern times helps
with some of the dialogue and jokes, but it is not a huge benefit or detriment to the script. The
modern language and setting do not change the original story in a significant way. This play
would be a good addition to a performance of collected fairy tales.
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Shapiro, Ouisie. Autism and Me: Sibling Stories. Illustrated by Steven Vote. Albert Whitman,
2009. ISBN 9780807504871. $16.99. 30 p.
Reviewer: Alison Canar
Reading Level: Preschool, Primary, Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Autistic children--Juvenile literature; Autistic children--Family relationships--Juvenile
literature; Brothers and sisters of people with disabilities--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Autism is something most children do not understand, but the kids in this book are
experts. Autism and Me consists of fourteen interviews with children and adolescents who have
an autistic sibling. They share what they have learned from living with a family member who is
different from other kids. Although they each have some frustrations with their siblings'
challenges, they all share a special, loving bond that gives them patience. The siblings in these
stories share the same diagnosis, but they are each individuals with their own unique
characteristics.
Each interview is featured on a two-page spread, with photos accompanying their written
story, of the siblings enjoying time together. Readers are able to see many different perspectives
on autism through this book. Some more mature narrators help the reader understand their
siblings’ situation. There are also some younger narrators who are still coming to terms with the
condition themselves. Autism and Me could be a useful book for any family with special needs. It
can help those with challenges to know they are not alone, as well as help others better
understand autism and be more sensitive to those around them.
Volume 29, no.6 (July/August 2009)
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Parker, Nancy Winslow. Organs! How They Work, Fall Apart, and Can Be Replaced (Gasp!).
Illustrated by Nancy Winslow Parker. Greenwillow Books, 2009. ISBN 9780688151058.
$17.99. 48 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Primary
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Organs (Anatomy)--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
How do the bones in your body reduce from about 300 at birth to 206 bones when you're
a teenager? What is the integumentary system? Are a man’s lungs bigger or smaller than a
woman’s lungs? How many square feet of skin make up the human body? These and other
interesting facts are covered in Parker’s book, Organs! How They Work, Fall Apart, and Can Be
Replaced (Gasp!). The size, color, texture, and functions of major organs are explained for the
following seven human organ systems: nervous, respiratory, circulatory, digestive, urinary,
skeletal, and integumentary.
Parker admits that an unplanned trip to the hospital brought her to the realization that she
didn't know much about the important functions of her pancreas. This experience led Parker to
write and illustrate this work of non-fiction. She includes information on contemporary health
concerns that include heart attacks, Alzheimer's disease, farmer's lung, Gastroesophageal Reflux
Disease (GERD), cirrhosis, gall stones, appendicitis, diabetes, melanoma, green strick fractures,
organ transplants, and xenotransplantation. Along with explaining current health issues, the
simplified, anatomically colored organ illustrations, "Facts about..." boxes, website listings,
glossary, and index are important and helpful aspects of this book. Organs! can be a useful
addition to the science section of a public, school, or home library.
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Whitaker, Suzanne George. The Daring Miss Quimby. Illustrated by Catherine Stock. Holiday
House, 2009. ISBN 9780823419968. $16.95. 32 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Quimby, Harriet, 1875-1912--Juvenile literature; Women air pilots--United States-Biography--Juvenile literature; Air pilots--United States--Biography--Juvenile literature; Books-Reviews;
Miss Harriet Quimby was a talented and adventurous woman. In 1912, she worked as a
magazine writer. While doing a story for her magazine, she attended an air show. The planes
enthralled her and she wanted to become a pilot herself. The only problem was that no American
female had a pilot's license. Nonetheless, after taking lessons and working hard, she obtained the
needed license. She then joined with the other male pilots at air shows in her purple flight
uniform. Still, competing in the air shows was not enough. She decided she wanted to be the first
female to fly across the English Channel. She completed that flight and returned to America
celebrating. Later on, she and a fellow passenger were thrown from her plane during an air show
and killed. In spite of the tragedy, her legacy of being an adventurous female pilot inspired other
aviators such as Amelia Earhart and Bessie Coleman.
Whitaker has found an original subject to address in this book. Not many readers would
know about Harriet Quimby and her pioneering steps into aviation. Stock's illustrations are
supportive of the storyline, but they can look a bit messy in spots. Older children will enjoy this
picture book as they learn more about this amazing woman.
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Anne Rockwell. Big George: How a Shy Boy Became President Washington. Illustrated by Matt
Phelan. Harcourt, Inc., 2009. ISBN 9780152165833. $17.00. 48 p.
Reviewer: Jan Staheli
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Biography;
Subject: Washington, George, 1732-1799--Juvenile literature; Presidents--United States-Biography--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
George Washington was born in Virginia when England still ruled The Thirteen
Colonies. He was a fearless horseman and woodsman, well educated, tall, the best dancer in
Virginia, and shy. His father died when he was eleven, and he was afterward raised by his older
brother, Lawrence. George fought with the English at Fort Duquesne and was one of only a few
who survived the battle. After learning the terrible lessons of war, he returned home, married
Martha Custis, and began to farm, which he found fascinating. But when the colonists rebelled
against the English king he responded to their plea for a leader, not desiring to fight, but feeling
he had a duty to the fledgling government and those who fought for it.
Rockwell has written a biography for young people that will quickly catch their interest.
Her style is spare and sympathetic. She presents intriguing facts that are less well known, which
will engage the reader and acquaint them with the human side of the iconic American general
and president. The illustrations, done with gouache and pencil, are subdued but revealing. Matt
Phelan has a gift for drawing expressive faces with just a few lines. The paper has weight and
sheen, which enhances the pictures and gives solidity to the book and its contents. This book will
be a good choice for elementary age readers, from 3+ up, and for all who are pleased to read a
good biography on America's own Big George.
Volume 29, no.6 (July/August 2009)
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Schroeder-Arce, Roxanne. Senora Tortuga. Anchorage Press Plays, Inc., 2007. ISBN
978876024201. Contact publisher for rates. 35 p.
Reviewer: Rebeca Wallin
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fantasy play; Plays;
Subject: Spanish language--Juvenile Drama; Family relationships--Juvenile Drama; Stories-Juvenile Drama; Drama—Reviews;
Theme: Not all truth is based in reality
Production Requirements: flexible and minimal
Acts: 1
Run Time: 45 minutes
Characters: 9
Cast: at least 1 male, 2 females—up to 9 actors
Time Period: early 1900's
Senora Tortuga takes place on the Mexico/U.S. border next to a river. A farmer has
agreed to let a mother and her two children live in an unused barn. Leticia, the mother, is having
trouble with her son, Pedro, who is constantly complaining and will not do his chores. A
mysterious woman (Senora Tortuga) visits them and asks to share their small meals with her. In
return she tells them amazing stories. The children appreciate and enjoy the stories but Leticia
resents them because "if it is not true, it is nothing." After Pedro has heard a few stories and has
dreamed about them, he begins to behave. Leticia changes her mind about Senora Tortuga’s
stories being worthless when she realizes that Tortuga is the embodiment of the pet turtle she had
as a child.
Spanglish is used throughout the play. The characters alternate between English and
Spanish phrases. The dialogue is written in a way that English speakers would not have trouble
understanding the Spanish dialogue. This play has an interesting concept, but it is not fulfilled in
the best way possible. It comes to an abrupt ending that leaves the audience unsatisfied. The play
would be suitable for a touring company because it needs few props and the staging can be
representational.
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Demi. Genghis Khan. Illustrated by Demi. Marshall Cavendish, 2009. ISBN 9780761455477.
$19.99. 53 p.
Reviewer: Megan Harris
Reading Level: Primary, Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Biographies; Picture books;
Subject: Genghis Khan, 1162-1227--Juvenile literature; Mongols--Kings and rulers--Biography-Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
Temujin was just a small boy, growing up fatherless and alone on the planes of Medieval
Mongolia, but despite great danger, he grew up to become the leader of the largest empire in the
history of the world, as the indomitable Genghis Khan. As the son of tribal leaders, Temujin
grew up hunting, riding, and training to fight. His father was unexpectedly poisoned when
Temujin, the next head of the large Mongol tribe, was only nine. Proving himself through acts of
courage, wisdom and harsh loyalty, Temujin soon became the leader of the world's most
powerful army. After conquering much of Europe and China, Temujin fell from his horse during
a hunt and was attacked by a wild bore. The resulting infection from his wounds killed him, and
he was buried back on the peaceful plains where he grew up.
This new edition of Demi's biographical picture book (previously published as Chingis
Khan in 1991) is a dazzling interpretation of Asiatic art. In the style of woodblock prints and
brushed color familiar to Asian culture, the pictures benefit from an extra element of metallic
overlay which gives the images an authentic gold-leaf embellished feel. Demi's Asian
interpretation goes so far as to include traditional red ink signature stamps, marking her work and
adding legitimacy to the images. Genghis Khan is an excellent simplified historical text with
stunning images. It would be a good shared reading in the middle and upper elementary school
grades. This book would also be great for English language learners because it has a high level of
interest and content at a low reading level.
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Whelan, Gloria. After the Train. Harper Collins, 2009. ISBN 9780060295967. $15.99. 152 p.
Reviewer: Sandra L. Tidwell
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: Jews--Germany--Juvenile fiction; German history--1945-1955--Juvenile fiction;
Antisemitism--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Thirteen-year-old Peter Liebig lives in West Germany and loves soccer and fishing.
Anxious for summer vacation, he is tired of hearing about the horrors of the Nazi regime, which
happened ten years ago, from Herr Schmidt, his history teacher. In the mean time, Peter is
discovering more about his parents. His father is an architect helping to rebuild Rolfen's Saint
Mary's Church, and his mother is a school teacher. Peter thinks, "Parents are mysteries you keep
unraveling like the old sweater Mother took apart. ... I wonder what his secret is (p. 18-19).”
Peter cannot help but think that his recurring nightmare of a tearful young woman is linked to the
secret. In an attempt to unravel the mystery, Peter searches in his mother's drawer and finds
letters his parents wrote during the war when his father was a soldier and his mother was a Red
Cross nurse. After reading the letters and discovering a picture of the woman in his dream, Peter
guesses he is Jewish, and that his parents are not his biological parents. Peter's friendship with
one of his father's workmen, Jewish Herr Schafer, helps Peter think through and further define
his identify.
Whelan's historical novel, with separate adventures told in first person, connects the
reader to the uncertain times following Nazi power and introduces prominent historical figures.
The story begins with an exciting encounter. Sometimes the events lacked connectedness,
however. The ending is abrupt and many issues are not resolved. Will Jews be able to stay in
Rolfen? Will Peter disclose his real identify? How will this affect his relationship with his
friends, his participation in soccer, gaining an education, etc? The addition of an author's note,
summarizing what the German Jews experienced from the mid 1950s to the present, could have
enhanced this story.
Volume 29, no.6 (July/August 2009)
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Spinelli, Eileen. Where I Live. Illustrated by Matt Phelan. Dial, 2007. ISBN 9780803731226.
$16.99. 112 p.
Reviewer: Gillian Streeter
Reading Level: Intermediate
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fiction; Contemporary realistic fiction;
Subject: Moving, household--Juvenile fiction; Astronomy--Juvenile fiction; Novels in verse-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Diana loves her home—she loves her yellow house with white shutters, the tree she
helped plant, and her room, which she has just painted midnight blue to match the night sky.
Diana is a fan of everything related to stars, she even nicknames her baby sister Twink. When
her father loses his job and her family moves in with her grandfather in another town, Diana can
only think of moving back. She misses her friend Rose, her teacher Ms. Clifford, and the nest of
birds on their old front door—even though her new room is midnight blue too. Soon she
discovers her new home is not all bad; she gets to see her grandfather every day and her new
friend Sam loves stars as much as she does.
Spinelli is gentle and honest in Diana's descriptions of her old home and sadness in
leaving it. She also is open about changes being good sometimes, as with Diana's new home and
friends. This is a good book for hesitant readers, text is sparse and in free verse form. Lists also
abound in the book: lists of star facts, reasons Diana and her friend Rose are so close, and causes
for the family’s move. Simple, light pencil illustrations compliment the text well—overall a mild
story about the challenges and sadness of moving, as well as the truth that change isn't always a
bad thing. A 2009 Bluebonnet Award candidate.
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Priestley, Chris. Tales of Terror from the Black Ship. Illustrated by David Roberts. Bloomsbury,
2008. ISBN 9781599902906. $12.99. 243 p.
Reviewer: Alison Canar
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Ghost stories; Occult fiction; Adventure stories
Subject: Brothers and sisters--Juvenile fiction; Taverns (Inns)--Juvenile fiction; Storytelling-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Ethan and Cathy delight in tales that give most children nightmares. They grow up in a
seaside inn, mingling with sailors daily. Unfortunately, their happy childhood is soured when
their father becomes an alcoholic after their mother’s death. Still, their father hurries to summon
the town doctor when a sudden illness strikes the children. Father warns them not to let anyone
into the house, but Ethan and Cathy can't deny refuge to a mysterious seafarer. They are amazed
at the stranger's talent as he passes time telling ghostly stories. However, Ethan's growing unease
is magnified by the final tale about a black ship of undead sailors, which their visitor claims has
returned to collect him. Yet the children encounter a new revelation that they might not be out of
place aboard the black ship themselves.
The bulk of the novel is comprised of the visitor's stories, but the overarching plot
framing the tales is what truly makes the work memorable and terrifying. Priestly invokes the
spirit of Edgar Allan Poe in the short stories, which are filled with macabre motifs and glimpses
into the psyche of cold-blooded killers. Although the children's fate is not entirely original,
Priestly adds new twists which keep it exciting. Priestly refrains from spelling out all of the
implications to the readers, allowing them to enjoy piecing together clues for themselves.
Children with dispositions similar to young Ethan and Cathy will be enthralled with the stories.
Even reluctant readers may be intrigued by the interwoven pirating theme.
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Tan, Shaun. Tales from Outer Suburbia. Illustrated by Shaun Tan. Scholastic, 2008. ISBN
9780545055871. $19.99. 92 p.
Reviewer: Alison Canar
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Short stories; Fiction;
Subject: Suburban life--Australia--Juvenile fiction; Short stories--Juvenile fiction; Books-Reviews;
Far from the simple life, Tan's suburbia is full of exotic characters and strange situations.
Made up of fifteen short stories, Tales from Outer Suburbia explores various issues related to the
rise of the suburbs. Several stories deal with the consequences of consumerism. There is even a
how-to guide on creating a lovable pet from discarded electronics. Another tale describes two
children who travel across town searching for the end of the concrete sprawl. At last they come
to the end of the road and find nothing exists beyond the sheer drop-off. Other memorable stories
range from cold war fall-out, a neighborhood full of idle "backyard missiles" which have found
diverse practical uses over the years, to tracing the fate of discarded poems.
Throughout Tan's masterful blend of visual and written art, the reader is taken on a
nostalgic journey. Every inch of the book is carefully designed, alternating between various
mediums-paint, pencil, and colleague-to bring the ideas to life. The stories each stand on their
own, while also uniting to complete a holistic vision of modern suburbia. Tales from Outer
Suburbia is ideal for use in the classroom as it can be studied and analyzed either lightly or in
great depth depending on the students' individual levels. One reading is not enough, and readers
will continue to glean more each time they visit "Outer Suburbia."
Volume 29, no. 6 (July/August 2009)
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Whelan, Gloria. The Locked Garden. HarperCollins, 2009. ISBN 9780060790943. $15.99. 168
p.
Reviewer: Alison Canar
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: Psychiatric hospitals--Juvenile fiction; Mental illness--Juvenile fiction; Single-parent
families--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Is an insane asylum a suitable place to raise children? Verna's Aunt Maude asks this
question when her brother-in-law, a psychiatrist, brings his family to live on the grounds of an
institution. Following the death of their mother, Aunt Maude comes to the institution to look
after the upbringing of Verna and her younger sister, Carlie. Maude, stern and uptight, continues
to keep the family in a dreary state of mourning. Luckily, the girls find happiness by spending
time with a patient named Eleanor. Maude is jealous of the family's love for this young woman,
and her cruelty gradually drives Eleanor from the brink of contentment back to the depths of
depression. Verna and Carlie show their father how much their aunt has hurt Eleanor, and, in the
end, he sends Maude away.
The Locked Garden is a well-crafted period piece which explores stereotypes and the
effects that human beings can have on one another. The story takes place at the beginning of the
20th century, when attitudes about mental illness were just beginning to evolve. Dr. Thurston,
director of the asylum, believes that a beautiful environment will eventually penetrate the
patients' troubled minds. Verna's father believes that diseases of the mind can be treated just like
diseases of the body. Both ideologies contain useful elements. Whelan succeeds in creating a
rich, realistic setting full of believable and complex characters. While the reader may grow tired
of the ever-cycling controversy surrounding Maude, there is enough texture in the story to keep
the reader interested and engaged.
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Dana, Barbara. A Voice of Her Own: Becoming Emily Dickinson. Illustrated by Larry Rostant.
HarperTeen, 2009. ISBN 9780060287047. $16.99. 346 p.
Reviewer: Brown, Ruth-Anne
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: Dickinson, Emily, 1830-1886--Childhood and youth--Juvenile fiction; Amherst (Mass.)-History--19th century--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Emily Dickinson is the perfect daughter. She bakes her father's bread, dusts the stairs,
takes care of her frail mother, and even comes home early from college after one year at the
request of her father. But inside Emily wonders why God would bless women with talents when
they are only meant to cook, clean, and raise the children quietly at home. The only way she can
obey her father and herself is to keep her two selves separate. She is her daddy's perfect little girl
by day and a poet by night. . Emily falls in love, but chooses not to lose herself and be
overshadowed by a man. Even through illness, her battle with hypertension and her controlling
father, Emily Dickinson thrives and makes her life her own by writing over seventeen hundred
poems.
The cover of the book captures immediate attention with the enormous brown dog and
the corseted brunette. Dana researched for several years in order to capture the true tone of Emily
Dickinson and the mid-1800s New England setting. The reader can get an intimate understanding
of Emily Dickinson through the journal like style of writing in the book. This detailed history of
Dickinson’s life shows her spirit and defiance against the ideal woman of her time. Parents and
teachers can share this recount of one poet to show how poems can be used as a source of escape
and passion.
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Thomson, Sarah L. Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Journey to Change the World...One Child at
a Time. Puffin, 2009. ISBN 9780142414123. $8.99. 240 p.
Reviewer: Megan Harris
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Biographies; Adventure stories; Informational books;
Subject: Girls' schools--Pakistan--Juvenile literature; Girls' schools--Afghanistan--Juvenile
literature; Humanitarian assistance, American--Pakistan--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
In the thin air at the top of K2, Greg Mortenson loses his hiking party twice and is forced
to rely on the kindness of the local people in a remote mountainside village. While staying at a
leader's home, Mortenson promises that he will return and build a school. As just one man in his
twenties, he manages to raise enough money with the help of a local elementary school, a gruff
millionaire and his own thrift. With more help from other kind people, Mortenson starts a
foundation to build even more schools across the Middle East. Even after getting kidnapped,
being held hostage, and enduring poverty and frustration, he continues to build schools to this
day.
This Young Reader's Edition of the bestseller, Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to
Promote Peace...One School at a Time, is written in the third person perspective. The text is
appropriate for students in the middle and upper elementary grades, and it is supplemented by
photographs of important people and locations in the book. The end of the book includes a
question and answer segment with Mortenson's 12-year-old daughter, which helps offer a child's
perspective to the story. A glossary of difficult words, many of which are Arabic, and important
people is also included. While helpful, it may become tedious to flip back and forth to the
glossary while reading. Nevertheless, the book offers a descriptive insight into the lives of realworld heroes. This work is honest and inspirational, and would be a good selection for any
school or private collection.
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Milway, Alex. The Mousehunter. Illustrated by Alex Milway. Little, Brown, 2008. ISBN
9780316024549. $15.99. 422 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Adventure stories; Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Mice--Junveile fiction; Pirates--Junvenile fiction; Adventures and adventurers--Fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Emiline is not particularly happy being the mousekeeper to Isiah Lovelock, the most
famous mouse collector in Midena. But when the pirate, Mousebeard, threatens Isiah's mouse
collecting overseas, Emiline volunteers to join Captain Devlin Drewshank's crew to catch the
feared pirate. But the mission is turned upside down when Drewshank and Emiline discover that
Isiah is the real pirate. Isiah sets a trap for Drewshank and Mousebeard by using the Old Town
Guard's whole naval fleet to capture them. Once they are captured, Mousebeard and Drewshank
are sentenced to death for supposedly possessing Golden Mice. But, thankfully, Emiline and
members of Drewshank's crew escape capture and save Mousebeard and Drewshank from
execution. In the end, Drewshank and Mousebeard are rescued, and they decide to work together
to stop Isiah's unrighteous mouse plundering.
The Mousehunter is the début novel for Milway in which he is both the author and
illustrator. Milway adds illustrated entries from The Mousehunter's Almanac (a book written by
Isiah Lovelock) at chapter beginnings to showcase the varieties of mice in this world. The
Mousehunter is the first of a series of books based upon Emiline's story. The second book The
Curse of Mousebeard is currently available. Readers from elementary to high school will enjoy
reading this book.
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Wilkins, Kim. Unclaimed Heart. Penguin Group, 2009. ISBN 9781595142580. $8.99. 307 p.
Reviewer: Alison Canar
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Adventure stories;
Subject: Love--Juvenile fiction; Social classes--Juvenile fiction; Fathers and daughters--Juvenile
fiction; Books--Reviews;
Constance and Alexandre come from two different worlds, but a twist of fate
brings them together. Constance Blackchurch stows away aboard her father's ship, Good Bess,
when he sets off to find her mother, missing without a trace since Constance's infancy.
Meanwhile, orphaned Alexandre Sans-Nom, or No-Name, is biding his time to escape from pearl
diving for his greedy master, de Locke. The two cross paths when Good Bess encounters de
Locke's pearler. Alexandre sails with Good Bess to Ceylon, hoping to find a passage to his native
France. Secretly, Constance enlists Alexandre to help her search for her mother. Constance and
Alexandre fall in love, but the difference in their social classes keeps them apart. Meanwhile, de
Locke swears revenge against Alexandre and Blackchurch. They all meet near the spot where
Constance discovers evidence of her mother's drowning. Alexandre saves Blackchurch's life, and
Blackchurch decides to consent to the young couple's marriage if Alexandre will sail for a year
as an officer on Good Bess.
Unclaimed Heart features a hearty blend of action, adventure, and romance. It
switches perspectives between Constance and Alexandre throughout the novel, making both
characters more fully developed. The background and experiences of both characters are
interesting in their own way. The weakest point of the story may be the plotline of Faith
Blackchurch, Constance's mother, which never quite comes to a satisfying conclusion.
Nonetheless, there is something for everyone to enjoy in this intriguing novel.
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Myers, Edward. Storyteller. Clarion Books, 2008. ISBN 9780618695416. $16.00. 283 p.
Reviewer: Madeleine Cottle
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Storytelling--Juvenile literature; Kings, queens, rulers, etc.--Juvenile literature; Fairy
tales--Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
"For what is a kingdom but stories? Stories about struggles of the past. Stories about the
promise of the future. Stories about the love between the rulers and the ruled." (p. 20). Jack is an
ordinary farm boy who likes to tell stories. He tells them to everyone who listens, and those who
do not. When he leaves to seek his fortune, he encounters many adventures, love, betrayal,
deceit, tyrant thirteen-year-old kings, and eventually a happy ending.
The story is easy to understand, and gives a little challenge to the reader. The plot is
straightforward, with no love triangles, or other complications. There is a major theme of
selfishness and how it accomplishes nothing. The foreshadowing used is noticeable enough for
even young readers to recognize. Readers may be irritated by the characters’ lack of depth. They
think and do, but a little shallowly. Overall, an entertaining novel for the beginner.
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Yohalem, Eve. Escape Under the Forever Sky. Chronicle, 2009. ISBN 9780811866538. $16.99.
220 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Adventure stories; Contemporary realistic fiction;
Subject: Survival--Juvenile fiction; Kidnapping--Juvenile fiction; Ethiopia--Juvenile fiction;
Books--Reviews;
Lucy feels trapped by her over-protective mother, but can you blame her? Her mother is
the American ambassador to Ethiopia, and her father is living away from home for work. Lucy
wants to explore Ethiopia, but her mother's political connections keep her trapped at home under
constant surveillance. Any chance Lucy has to get away from home, she takes it. On one
occasion, Lucy is not so lucky while sneaking out. She gets kidnapped by the henchmen of a
world-renowned drug dealer. They take her to a remote shack in southern Ethiopia, prepared to
let her live or to kill her. But Lucy doesn't want to end up dead. She escapes into the wild, gashes
her foot, meets monkeys, eats figs, sleeps in trees, and gets protected by wild lions. Finally, she
meets up with two girls from a local tribe. The henchmen follow Lucy, but the tribe protects her
and helps her to escape. In the end, she returns home to her parents and to more freedoms to be
abroad.
Yohalem did a wonderful job of making Lucy's character realistic and believable in this
debut novel. Yohalem also paints a beautiful picture of the wild-life and environment of
Ethiopia. She states in her Author's Note that this book was based on a true story of a kidnapped
girl who was protected from her enemies by a pack of wild lions. This is a great book for middle
or high school students who enjoy stories based in Africa.
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Stead, Rebecca. When You Reach Me. Random House, 2009. ISBN 9780385737425. $15.99. 199
p.
Reviewer: Laura Wadley
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Contemporary realistic fiction; Science fiction;
Subject: Space and time--Juvenile literature; New York (N.Y.)--History--1951---Juvenile
literature; Books--Reviews
If Mrs. Who, Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Whatsit got Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin back
to the garden five minutes before they left, why didn't they see themselves leaving? "A Wrinkle
in Time" is Malinda's favorite book, but she is troubled by this question posed by Marcus, the
boy in the green coat who punched out her best friend Sal, who has hardly talked to her since.
And she is particularly unnerved because she has begun to receive enigmatic notes with
instructions to her that seem to come from the future.
Two Newbery winners--Madeleine L'Engle's A Wrinkle in Time and Lynne Rae Perkins'
Criss Cross--are echoed and expanded on in Stead's sparkling new volume, which ought already
to be on the shortlist for this year's award. Though the narrative is above all character-driven, the
text is, at the same time, charged with a degree of mystery and suspense that pulls the reader
along to the moment that all is revealed on the streets of 1970s New York. This one's a pip. Don't
miss it.
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Rex, Adam. Frankenstein Takes the Cake. Illustrated by Adam Rex. Harcourt, 2008. ISBN
9780152062354. $16.00. 39 p.
Reviewer: Jan Staheli
Reading Level: Intermediate, Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Humorous poetry; Occult fiction;
Subject: Monsters--Juvenile poetry; Children’s poetry, American; Books--Reviews;
This book contains a miscellaneous collection of comics and humorous poems on the
theme of monsters: Frankenstein, Dracula, Medusa, the Headless Horseman, and so forth. They
are clever and wry, and present monsters that are just like us...or almost.
From the E.T. email offering untold wealth (for just a fifty dollar transfer fee) to zombie
Girl Scouts selling cookies, from Frankenstein's bride getting attitude from her mother, "Do you
know how much it cost to get you boxed, embalmed, and buried?...and now we have to
plan your wedding?" to Dracula having an allergic reaction to the garlic bread at the wedding
dinner, these shorts are zany, witty, and bound to give giggles, titters, and at least one good belly
laugh. They will be enjoyed by everyone who has ever found themselves in a "monstrous"
situation, of one sort or another.
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Anderson, Laurie Halse. Wintergirls. Viking, 2009. ISBN 9780670011100. $17.99. 278 p.
Reviewer: Anna Swenson
Reading Level: Young Adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Contemporary Realistic Fiction;
Subject: Anorexia nervosa--Juvenile fiction; Death--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Wintergirls starts out in the mind of eighteen-year-old Lia, as she learns that Cassie,
once her best friend, is dead. Lia is 99 pounds and struggles to lose weight by eating less than
500 calories a day. Lia does everything to prevent her family from knowing about her anorexia.
She fiddles with the bathroom scale, sews quarters into her bathrobe, and gorges on water before
her weekly weigh-ins. She smears tomato sauce on her lips before her family comes home and
splatters food in the microwave. Lia is constantly haunted by the 33 messages Cassie left for her
before she died. Cassie appears to Lia as a ghost, constantly calling for Lia, her wintergirl, to join
her. Meanwhile, Lia's body starts to shut down. When Lia's step-sister Emma finds her in the
bathroom with a blood covered knife and cuts all down her body, Lia is rushed to the emergency
room. Cassie continues to haunt Lia after she returns from the hospital, and Lia retreats to the
motel Cassie died in. She passes out after taking a lot of pills. When she wakes up, she walks
slowly into the room Cassie died in. Cassie is sitting there on the bed, ready to welcome Lia to
the other side. Lia tells Cassie she is sorry and struggles to stay alive as she goes to office and
calls her mother. Wintergirls ends with Lia beginning to "thaw" as she gains more weight and
stops hating herself.
Anderson hit the mark with this chilling novel. The characters are fully-dimensional and
Anderson's writing makes the story outstanding. Fans of her previous works won't be
disappointed, as Wintergirls is just as good, if not better, than Speak. Lia's twisted logic
throughout the book makes it all the more chilling as the story takes on huge waves of emotion
and family strain. This book is definitely unforgettable and recommended to any young adult.
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Ford, John C. The Morgue and Me. Viking, 2009. ISBN 9780670010967. $17.99. 313 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Detective and mystery stories;
Subject: Criminal investigation--Juvenile fiction; Murder--Juvenile fiction; Journalists--Juvenile
fiction; Books--Reviews;
Christopher Newell wants to be a spy. But in the small town of Petoskey, Michigan, there
are not too many chances to be a spy. That is until he takes a janitorial job at the local morgue
during the summer. While cleaning the morgue one day, he finds a dead man with several
gunshot wounds, a death certificate that states the man committed suicide, and an envelope filled
with $15,000. Christopher realizes this man's death was a cover-up, but he cannot figure out this
murder on his own. Christopher enlists the help of the "insanely hot" newspaper reporter, Tina,
to find more clues in uncovering a blackmail case that involves the local sheriff, an upstanding
lawyer, a resort owner, Chris's best friend, and the mayor.
The Morgue and Me is definitely "[a]n addictive read" as it states on the book jacket.
Ford creates realistic and likable characters that grab your attention from the beginning. There
are many horrifying but delightful twists and turns in the plot as Christopher's mystery unfolds.
However teachers, parents, and librarians should know this book has content-such as sexual
references, teenage drinking, and foul language-that is not appropriate for younger teen readers.
Volume 29, no.6 (July/August 2009)

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol29/iss6/39

28

Review: Full Issue

Stroud, Jonathan. Heroes of the Valley. Hyperion, 2009. ISBN 9781423109662. $17.99. 496 p.
Reviewer: Donna Cardon
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fantasy fiction; Adventure stories;
Subject: Vikings--Juvenile fiction; Adventure and adventurers--Juvenile fiction; Coming of age-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Halli is an unlikely hero. His legs are too short, and his wit, too sharp. He loves to hear
stories about Svien, the founder of his house. Secretly, he aspires to live a hero’s life. When he
witnesses the leader of a rival house murder his uncle, he sets out on a quest for revenge. With
the help of his friend, an intelligent and fiery girl named Aud, he discovers the truth about
himself and the legends.
One of the strengths of the book is character development. Like Nathaniel in Stroud's
popular series Bartimaeus (Miramax, 2004-2005), Halli is a character whose only redeeming
quality, at first, is his wit. There are a number of funny scenes were Halli persecutes those who
try to bully him. Unfortunately he acts thoughtlessly, and each of his actions has negative
repercussions on his family. As the book progresses, Halli becomes wiser and less self-centered.
Another strength is the book’s plot development and pacing. Stroud mixes humor and serious
moments to keep the reader engaged. The ending has an unexpected and electrifying twist. The
only element that slows down the plot is the legends of Svien that begin each chapter. They play
a role in the story, but are a little tedious after the first few chapters. Despite this shortcoming,
tweens and teens who liked Bartimaeus will enjoy this new offering.
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Abbott, Ellen Jensen. Watersmeet. Marshall Cavendish, 2009. ISBN 9780761455363. $16.99.
341 p.
Reviewer: Brown, Ruth-Anne
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Fantasy--Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Abisina lives in the village of Vran where blonde hair and blue eyes are the only
definition of beauty. Anyone who looks different is either killed or becomes an outcast. Her
brunette mother, Sina, is alive only because she is a healer. After Abisina is born, Sina
blackmails an Elder in order to keep her dark-haired daughter alive. But as Abisina grows up, she
has no friends and she is beaten and spit upon. When the new leader, Charach, arrives in their
village, he wants to wipe out everything that does not stand for Vran. Abisina runs away, but her
mother is taken by the mob. With the help of a dwarf, Abisina finds the land over the mountains
where her father is from. Once she is there, she finally finds an accepting home and a protector.
With her new family, she conquers the evil that has oppressed her whole life.
Abbott's debut novel weaves a rich fantasy of fairies, trolls, dwarfs, fauns, and centaurs.
While the setting is otherworldly, the message is relatable. Abisina must overcome her instructed
prejudice against those who look different from herself. She learns to recognize that beauty
should not be compared to a stereotype and that an individual should not be discriminated
against no matter how she or he appears. Abbott promotes the ideals of tolerance and acceptance
in her book. Abbott plans to continue this book as a series with three more to come.
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January, Brendan. The Arab Conquests of the Middle East. Lerner Publishing Group, 2009.
ISBN 9780822587446. $25.50. 160 p.
Reviewer: Megan Harris
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Islamic Empire--History--622-661--Juvenile literature; Books--Review;
Around AD 610, Muhammad began telling people about his remarkable visions. The
people known as “Arabs” were mostly scattered among inter-warring tribes and small trading
cities near bodies of water. By AD 661, the Arabic people, united under Muhammad's new
religion, conquered Egypt, Jerusalem, Syria, and most of the Byzantine Empire.
January is the author of more than twenty non-fiction books, including the Iranian
Revolution. The Arab Conquests of the Middle East is an informational text on this exciting
period in history. The text is written for 6th through 9th grade readers, and it includes a glossary,
a "Who's Who" index, and a timeline. Each book section is accompanied by a rich collection of
paintings, period art, architecture, and photographs. Beginning from Muhammad's birth, Arab
Conquests is composed in chronological order, which breaks each chapter into specific themes
with easy-to-digest subheadings. Turquoise boxes throughout the reading mark noteworthy sidearticles related to the main reading. At the back of the book, January lists his primary and
secondary sources, recommended additional reading, and websites that can be useful to readers.
This book is rich in content but is also pleasant and easy to read. The Arab Conquests of the
Middle East is an excellent choice for advanced readers who need more engaging content, or for
older students who may struggle with literacy
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Swanson, James L. Chasing Lincoln's Killer. Scholastic, 2008. ISBN 9780439903547. $16.99.
194 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Informational books;
Subject: Booth, John Wilkes, 1838-1865--Juvenile literature; Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865-Assassination--Juvenile literature; Assassins--United States--Biography--Juvenile literature;
Books--Reviews;
John Wilkes Booth was a dashing actor who hated the Union cause. He planned with
Confederate spies to capture President Lincoln in order to help the South succeed. However,
Lincoln emerged as a triumphant leader when the Civil War ended in April 1865. As a result,
Booth would no longer be satisfied with kidnapping Lincoln. He wanted to murder him. With the
help of his Confederate friends, Booth plotted the assassinations of President Lincoln, Secretary
of State William H. Seward, and Vice President Andrew Johnson. On the evening of April 12,
Booth succeeded in shooting Lincoln at Ford's Theater. That same night, the man chosen as
Seward’s assassin, Lewis Powell, critically wounded Seward and members of his family and
staff. Only Johnson was able to avoid harm from his assigned assassin, George Atzerodt. For
twelve days, Booth and fellow conspirator David Herold evaded Union troops and detectives. In
the end, officials caught Booth in a burning barn and shot him down. They brought Booth’s body
back to Washington D.C., and his fellow conspirators were hung a few months later.
Swanson adapted his New York Times bestselling book, Manhunt, for young adult
readers. Swanson creates vividly detailed characters and settings. The original photographs and
newspaper clippings help to solidify the time period of the book. However, there are no official
sources cited in the book to show where Swanson obtained his information. Nonetheless,
catalogers have classified this book as non-fiction. This is an enjoyable book for learning about
Lincoln and Booth, but it is not a dependable book for helping teenagers write research papers
about this event in history.
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Myers, Edward. Storyteller. Clarion Books, 2008. ISBN 9780618695416. $16.00. 283 p.
Reviewer name: McMillan, Tessa
Reading level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Adventure stories; Fantasy fiction; Fairy tales;
Subject: Storytelling--Juvenile fiction; Kings, queens, rulers, etc. --Juvenile fiction; Fairy tales-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
A grandfather tells his grandchild the tale of Jack Storyteller. In his story, the grandfather
describes how Jack is a farm boy who loves telling stories. At the age of seventeen, Jack leaves
his home to seek his fortune in the royal city, Callitti. His good luck aids him to becoming King
Alphonse's royal storyteller. But his dreams take a terrible twist when the king suddenly dies and
his bratty son, Prince Yoss, mysteriously takes the throne. King Yoss and his right-hand man,
illusionist Zephyrio, try to brain-wash the kingdom into thinking that Yoss will make all his
subjects' hardships disappear. Yoss and Zephyrio use Jack and Princess Stelinda, who was the
rightful heir to the throne, to tell false stories and poems of Yoss's deeds. But when Jack's work
for Yoss threatens his love for Princess Stelinda, Jack leaves Yoss's company to find the means
to revolt against him. But Jack, Stelinda, and several rebels are captured by Yoss's guards. On
Jack's execution day, Yoss and Zephyrio are trumped by Loquasto, Jack's friend and talking bird,
who relieves Yoss's true intentions for the kingdom. Jack and Stelinda are freed, Zephyrio
escapes, Celestina,a dethroned queen, takes over the throne, and order is brought back to the
kingdom of Sundar.
Myers weaves a beautiful tale for his readers in Storyteller. This is a complex story that
took expert writing to maneuver through it successfully. Myers work is reminiscent of such
authors as Avi, Lloyd Alexander, Susan Cooper, and Shannon Hale. Storyteller is a great read for
young adults who are looking for a new adventure in reading.
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Riordan, Rick. The Last Olympian. Hyperion, 2009. ISBN 9781423101475. $17.99. 381 p.
Reviewer: Donna Cardon
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fantasy fiction; Adventure stories;
Subject: Mythology, Greek--Juvenile fiction; Fate and fatalism--Juvenile fiction; Monsters-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Riordan is currently one of the best fantasy action writers for children, and there is plenty
of action in this final installment of his Percy Jackson & the Olympians series. Percy, the son of
Poseidon and a mortal woman, is about to turn 16 and must come to grips with the great
prophecy, lead the half-bloods against the Titans, and—hardest of all—decide which of the two
girls in his life is the one for him. As in the earlier Percy Jackson books, there is one desperate
battle after another against monsters taken from Greek mythology. The action sequences are so
dense that the plot moves slowly in the beginning, but picks up to a rousing climax in the end.
Though this book is a little darker, in general, than the other books in the series, Riordan
lightens the mood periodically with comic sequences like Percy's battle with a giant pink flying
pig. Miraculously, between comic and intense battle scenes, Riordan manages to deal with
important themes like the pain an absent parent causes in a child's life, and the good and evil
found in everyone. This is a satisfying ending to the series, which is a great pick for reluctant
readers, Harry Potter fans, and kids doing a Greek mythology unit.
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Peet, Mal. Tamar. Candlewick Press, 2008. ISBN 9780763641214. $50.00. 10 audio discs.
Reviewer: Larysa Bordner
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Dependable
Genre: Historical fiction;
Subject: World War, 1939-1945 --Underground movements --Netherlands --Juvenile fiction;
Netherlands --History --German occupation, 1940-1945 --Juvenile fiction; Grandfathers -Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
During World War II, secret agents from many countries tried to find ways to help their
mother country. Tamar is one such spy. He works with his close associate and friend, Dart, to
unite the rebel groups in Holland by presenting a collected front against the Germans. Their story
is told from the past as well as the present by three narrators—Tamar, Dart, and Tamar’s
granddaughter, Tamar. The 1945 story is told mostly by Dart and Tamar. The present story is
taken up by Tamar's granddaughter, who is named after Tamar. She tells what she knows and
learns of the time during the War. The two stories both abruptly come to an end with Tamar's
death in the past, and the granddaughter's uncovering of the truth in the present.
Tamar is a realistic, horrifying, complex story, in which the characters are created with
great depth. Listening to the audio version of the book brings the convincing story to life even
more. There are different voices for the past and future stories to help the listener differentiate
one part from the other. The one disadvantage to listening to the story is that is seems to make
the crude language more apparent, which means that this story would not be appropriate for
younger audiences. However, this story does provide a remarkable point of view of what the
militia and the general population experienced during the harsh times of World War II.
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Funke, Cornelia. Inkdeath. Chicken House, 2008. ISBN 9780439866286. $24.99. 683 p.
Reviewer: Larysa Bordner
Reading Level: Young adult
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Fantasy fiction;
Subject: Books and reading--Juvenile fiction; Characters in literature--Juvenile fiction; Magic-Juvenile fiction; Books--Reviews;
Inkdeath is the third book in an intriguing series, and it picks up exactly where the last
book, Inkspell, left off. Mo, Meggie, and Resa, are in Inkworld. They have each found their own
places in the story, but unfortunately, Mo's place has put him in great danger. He has become the
Bluejay, a character similar to Robin Hood, and he has created a book that gives the evil ruler of
Inkworld, the Adderhead, eternal life. The only way that Mo can kill the Adderhead is to write
three specific words in the eternal book. Help comes for Mo in the least likely of ways--the
Adderhead's own family. In the meantime, Meggie and Resa are fighting their own battles. In
true fairy tale fashion, though, the hero defeats the evil leader at the end bringing peace to the
land. Finally, Mo, Meggie, and Resa are able to enjoy their new lives in the Inkworld.
Funke creates a believable world filled with seemingly familiar characters. However,
nothing about the story is predictable. In fact, Funke keeps the reader second guessing everything
he/she knows up to the end of the story. Each of the three books in this series-Inkheart, Inkspell
and Inkdeath-flow seamlessly together to create an enchanting story. This story would thrill
readers of many ages, but the mild violence and language add some sensitivity for younger
audiences. This book truly shows the wonder of reading through the characters' experiences, as
well as the reader's. Although long, Inkdeath could be an effective tool to instill a love of reading
in children and teenagers.
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Demi. Marco Polo. Demi. Marshall Cavendish, 2008. ISBN 9780761454335. $19.99. 58 p.
Reviewer: Tessa McMillan
Reading Level: All
Rating: Excellent
Genre: Biography
Subject: Polo, Marco, 1254-1323? --Travel --Juvenile literature; Explorers --Italy --Biography -Juvenile literature; Voyages and travels --Juvenile literature; Books--Reviews;
At the age of seventeen, Marco Polo is invited by his father, Niccolo, and his uncle
Maffeo to go with them on a return trip to China. The emperor of China, Kublai Khan, has asked
Niccolo and Maffeo to bring special Christian items to China to teach the Khan about the
Christian faith. The Polos set off on their expedition and face many dangers. When they reach
Kublai Khan, Marco is made his ambassador and is sent to several countries. But the Polos
become anxious to return home. After seventeen years, Kublai Khan gives them permission to
leave. Marco, Niccolo, and Maffeo survive the treacherous journey and return to Venice in 1295.
Soon after his return home, Marco volunteers to fight in the Genoa war. Marco is captured and
put in prison. To entertain the prisoners, Marco tells about his travels. A fellow prisoner writes
down Marco's stories that became The Travels of Marco Polo. Marco is finally freed, but no one
believes his adventures. He marries, has three daughters, and dies at the age of 69.
Demi writes and illustrates an engaging depiction of Marco Polo's life. In creating his
images, Demi uses Chinese inks and gold overlays for the main illustrations. But he also uses "a
mixture of Chinese and Indian embroidery and Italian, Arabian, and Persian designs of gold and
ink on silk for the borders and frames" (1). Children of all ages can learn more about this famous
explorer while enjoying the illustrations depicting his life abroad.
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Winter, Jonah. You Never Heard of Sandy Koufax?!. Illustrated by Andre Carrilho. Schwartz &
Wade, 2009. ISBN 9780375837388. $17.99. 40 p.
Reviewer: Laura Wadley
Reading Level: All
Rating: Outstanding
Genre: Biographies;
Subject: Koufax, Sandy, 1935--Juvenile literature; Los Angeles Dodgers (Baseball team) -Biography--Juvenile literature; Baseball players --United States--Biography--Juvenile literature;
Books--Reviews;
Arguably the greatest left-handed pitcher of all time, Sandy Koufax comes alive again
(not that he's dead, just not pitching anymore) in this brilliant combination of colloquial,
conversational text and perfectly stylized illustrations.
Kids will love the holographic cover that shows Koufax bringing the ball to the plate with
a force that would knock anyone’s socks off, and everything else. If this book doesn't get serious
Caldecott consideration, I'll eat my mitt. And I love my mitt.
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